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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Tettenhall  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954,  and 
it  is  with  great  satisfaction  and  gratitude  that  I  am  able  to  point 
out  two  major  items  of  Public  Health  progress.  The  first  and  most 
important  is  the  approval  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  the  re-construction  of  the  Tettenhall 
Sewage  Works.  The  present  works,  built  in  the  year  1930  for  a 
population  of  7,000  had  become  inadequate  for  a  population  of 
10,060  (estimated  mid-year  1954).  Furthermore,  great  increase  in 
private  development  and  overspill  from  the  Borough  of  Wolver¬ 
hampton  were  other  contributing  factors  to  the  overloading  of  the 
present  system.  The  reconstruction  of  the  works  can  therefore  be 
considered  as  a  great  step  in  the  future  of  the  Public  Health  of 
the  Urban  District. 

The  second  important  item  is  the  consent  given  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  building  of  a  Council 
Mortuary.  The  old  post-mortem  room  is  deficient  of  many  hygienic 
and  structural  requirements  and  the  new  building,  designed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  most  modern  standards  for  mortuary  accommodation, 
can  be  considered  as  a  great  hygienic  advance. 

With  regard  to  the  Public  Health  of  the  reporting  year,  there 
has  been  a  continued  increase  in  the  birth  rate,  which  is  now  18.3 
per  1,000  population.  The  death  rate  has  shown  a  sudden  increase 
from  8.2  per  1,000  in  1953  to  11.6  per  1,000  in  1954.  The  main 
contributing  factors  were  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  Syjstem, 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina,  other  forms  of  Heart  Disease, 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  which  by  themselves  caused  63  of  the 
117  deaths.  These  conditions  are  diseases  of  the  aged  and  the 
severe  winter  will  have  taken  its  toll. 

Infantile  mortality  increased  from  12.1  to  32.6  As  numbers 
have  alwavs  been  very  low,  minor  increases  or  decreases  can  cause 
considerable  fluctuations  in  rates.  There  were  in  the  year  1954 
actually  4  more  deaths  than  in  the  year  1953.  Of  the  total  of  6 
infantile  deaths,  5  occurred  under  the  age  of  4  weeks,  constituting 
the  very  hard  and  resistant  core  of  Neonatal  Mortality,  which  for 
many  years  has  defied  the  art  of  Obstetrics. 


Looking  at  Infectious  Diseases,  we  find  in  the  year  1954  a 
heavy  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Acute  Pneumonia.  Five 
cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  but  were  of  a  sporadic  nature  with 
no  further  spread. 

Lastly,  Tuberculosis  has  not  remained  on  a  constant  level  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Eight  cases  were  notified  in  1954  against  four  in 
1953,  but  in  comparison,  the  deaths  in  the  year  1954  were  only 
increased  by  1.  This  is  a  picture  found  generally  all  over  the 
Country,  but  which  in  the  very  persistence  of  the  undiminished 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis  leaves  little  doubt  that  Tuberculosis  still 
is,  and  will  remain  in  the  future  years  to  come,  the  great  problem 
in  our  Public  Health. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  C.  J.  FALKMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1955. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES, 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  by  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council,  the  Tettenhall 
Urban  District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  Of 
his  time  5/llths  is  devoted  to  the  Sedgley  Urban  District,  2/llths 
to  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  and  4/llths  to  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council.  As  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  he  is  res¬ 
ponsible  for  School  Medical  Inspections,  School  Clinics,  Minor 
Ailment  Clinics  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  He  also 
deals  with  Examinations  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act — 1933,  Ascertainment  of  Hanicapped  Pupils  and  Medical 
Examinations  of  Entrants  to  the  Teaching  Profession.  In  addition  to 
General  Public  Health  Duties  for  the  Urban  District  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  also  examines  applicants  for  Superannuation 
purposes. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  in  full  time  appointment  with  the 
Local  Authority.  He  is  a  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  and 
his  duties  are  concerned  with  Meat  Inspection,  General  Sanitation, 
Council  House  Maintenance  and  the  Provisions  of  the  Shops — , 
Fireguard,  Pet  Animals — and  Factories  Acts.  In  addition  he  acts  as 
Rodent  Officer  and  Local  Food  Officer  in  Civil  Defence. 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  matters  are  brought  forward  in 
the  Public  Health  Committee  which  meets  once  monthly.  Housing 
and  Re-housing  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  Housing  Committee 
which  also  meets  monthly. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  the  Tettenhall  area  under 
the  direction  of  the  County  Council.  Since  the  inception  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the 
Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  the  following  services  have,  therefore, 
become  a  County  Council  responsibility  : 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

8.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

9.  Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 

10.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 

No  Health  Centres  have  been  built  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban 
District  during  the  year. 

School  Health  Service. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and 
Orthopaedic  Clinics.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined 
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periodically  and  from  the  School  Inspections  referred  to  these 
Clinics  or  to  the  General  Practitioner  if  so  required. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or 
under-development.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed 
necessary,  special  steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  School 
Authorities  to  exclude  scholars  who  have  been  in  contact  with  such 
disease.  Protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation  are 
furthermore  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department.  The 
School  Dental — ^Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — and  Eye  Clinics  provided 
in  the  Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together  with 
sessions  for  Speech  Therapy. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  maintains  Ante-natal  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  at  the  Tettenhall  and  Tettenhall  Wood 
Clinics. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition  for 
Maternity  cases  in  the  New  Cross  and  Lichfield  Hospitals.  Cases 
wishing  to  remain  at  home  are  delivered  by  the  County  Midwives 
who,  if  so  required,  can  call  for  the  obstetric  assistance  of  a 
General  Practitioner. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-normal  and  handicapped 
children.  The  cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections 
and  Child  Welfare  CHnics  or  referred  by  General  Practitioners. 
Illegitimate,  homeless  and  neglected  children  are  provided  for  in 
Nurseries,  Children’s  Homes  and  Remand  Homes  of  which  there 
are  17  in  the  County. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance 
Services  ceased  and  were  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance 
Board  under  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  The  functions  of 
the  Relieving  Officers  have  therefore  been  discontinued  and  re¬ 
placed  by  the  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The 
National  Assistance  Board  holds  no  office  in  the  Urban  District. 

As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now 
medically  insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of 
necessitous  cases  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical 
Practitioner  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Other  classes  of 
necessitous  cases,  such  as  homeless,  abandoned  or  neglected 
individuals,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Welfare 
Authorities. 

Infectious  Diiseases. 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease 
and  in  need  of  such  treatment  is  provided  in  Moxley  Hospital. 
Hospital  admissions  and  discharges  from  and  to  the  Tettenhall 
Urban  District  are  notified  to  the  Tettenhall  Health  Department. 


8 


Tuberculosis. 

Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  No 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  available  in  the  Tettenhail  Urban 
District.  The  visiting  of  Tuberculosis  Patients  with  their  care  and 
after-care  is  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council. 
Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton  and  several 
Sanatoria  are  available. 

Small-Pox. 

Cases  of  suspected  Small-Pox  are  notified  to  the  Small-Pox 
Consultant  in  cases  of  doubt,  who  takes  further  charge  of  the 
disposal  of  the  case.  Local  protective  and  preventive  measures 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 


Vacciiiation  and  Immunisation. 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination  Centre 
in  Tettenhail,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical 
Practitioner  by  those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children 
vaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  is 
undertaken  in  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics  while  special 
Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools  provide  for  an  increase  in  the 
immunity  of  the  child  population. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Area  Office  in  Brierley 
Hill  to  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  to  the  General  Practitioners. 
Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Stafford. 

Ambulances. 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  ^operated  by  the  County  Council. 
An  ambulance  is  stationed  in  Tettenhail  from  8  a.m.  until  5  p.m. 
Monday  to  Friday  and  from  8  a.m.  until  12  noon  on  Saturdays. 
After  these  times,  the  service  is  continued  at  Brierley  Hill. 


Climes  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Tettenhail  Council  Offices,  Upper  Green. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 
School  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy 
Eye  Clinic 


Thursdays — fortnightly  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Thursdays — fortnightly  9  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Thursdays — fortnightly  9  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Friday  p.m.  as  and  when  necessary. 
Monday  p.m.  weekly. 

Wednesday  morning.  3  or  4  times  a  year. 


Tettenhail  Wood  -  The  Institute. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  Thursdays^ — fortnightly  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Alternating  with  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
at  Tettenhail. 


Times  and  dates  of  Clinics  are  of  course  liable  to  alterations 
from  year  to  year. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1954. 


Area  :  2.503  Acres. 

Population  :  10,060  (estimated  mid-year,  1954). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  3,395. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :  £284. 

Rateable  Value  :  £72,748. 

General  Rate  :  21s.  Od. 

Birth  Rate  :  18.3.  England  and  Wales  15.2. 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  ten  previous  years  :  17.8  (Tettenhall). 

Death  Rate:  11.6.  England  and  Wales:  11.3. 

Average  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years:  11.8  (Tettenhall). 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  births:  32.6.  England  and  Wales: 
25.5.  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years:  29.8 
(Tettenhall). 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis — Rate:  0.199. 

Average  death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years:  0.228  (Tettenhall). 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis — Rate :  Nil. 

Average  death  rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years:  .055  (Tettenhall). 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  per  million  population: 


Males 

Females 

Persons 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

232 

92 

160 

Other  Tuberculosis 

21 

17 

19 

10 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

J  Legitimate 

.183 

87 

96  J"  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

\  Illegitimate 

1 

1 

—  \  population:  18.3. 

Still  Births 

J  Legitimate 

5 

3 

2j  Rate  (per  1,000  total 

\  Illegitimate 

— 

— ^ 

—  \  births):  27.17. 

Deaths 

117 

66 

51  Rate  (per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation):  11.6. 

BIRTH  RATES. 


Year 

Tettenhall. 

England  and 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Wales. 

Birth  Rate. 

1945 

124 

18.3 

16.1 

1946 

122 

17.3 

19.1 

1947 

162 

22.6 

20.5 

1948 

136 

18.2 

17.9 

1949 

133 

17.0 

16.7 

1950 

112 

14.3 

15.8 

1951 

130 

16.6 

15.5 

1952 

130 

16.4 

15.3 

1953 

165 

17.4 

15.5 

1954 

184 

18.3 

15.2 

DEATH 

RATES. 

Year 

Tettenhall. 

England  and 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Wales. 
Death  Rate. 

1945 

71 

10.5 

11.4 

1946 

101 

14.3 

11.5 

1947 

92 

12.8 

12.0 

1948 

76 

10.1 

10.8 

1949 

90 

11.5 

11.7 

1950 

99 

12.6 

11.6 

1951 

136 

17.3 

12.5 

1952 

86 

10.8 

11.3 

1953 

78 

8.2 

11.4 

1954 

117 

11.6 

11.3 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1954. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  ag«. 


Year 

TETTENHALL 

England  and 
Wales. 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  birth? 

Rate  per 

1,000  births 

1945 

124 

4 

32.2 

46 

1946 

122 

6 

49.1 

43 

1947 

162 

5 

30.8 

41 

1948 

136 

1 

7.4 

34 

1949 

133 

4 

30.0 

32 

1950 

112 

5 

44.6 

29.8 

1951 

130 

4 

30.7 

29.6 

1952 

130 

6 

46.1 

27.6 

1953 

165 

2 

12.1 

26.8 

1954 

184 

6 

32.6 

25.5 

1  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  in  the  Urban 
District  during  the  year, 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

1 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  . 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles .  . 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

2 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

• — 

■ — 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

11 

7 

18. 

Coronary  disease.  Angina  . 

9 

4 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  .  . 

5 

9 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  . 

3 

1 

22. 

Influenza  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

8 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

1 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

9 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

2 

— 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

— 

■  ' 

All  Causes 

66 

51 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — Total 

3 

3 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

3 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 
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AGE  GROUPS  OF  ENFECTIOUS  CASES  (EXCLUDING 
TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1954. 


Disease 

At 

ag 

M 

all 

es 

F 

Under  1  yr. 

1  to  2  yrs. 

2  to  3  yrs. 

3  to  4  yrs. 

4  to  5  yrs. 

5  to  10  yrs. 

10  to  15  yrs. 

15  to  25  yrs. 

25  to  45  yrs. 

45  to  65  yrs. 

65  yrs.  and 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

46 

4 

16 

15 

12 

20 

17 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

13 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

6 

4 

6 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

61 

65 

5 

22 

15 

16 

21 

27 

1 

8 

4 

7 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Food  Producing  Premises  and  Canteens. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1954,  a  general  inspection  was  made 
of  all  food  preparing  premises  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District. 
This  survey,  due  to  the  fact  that  only  2/llths  of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  time  is  available  for  the  Urban  District,  was  started  in 
February  and  completed  in  July,  1954: — 

Tettenhall  Wood  Primary  School. 

This  is  an  old  building  and  falls  short  of  the  most  modern 
requirements  for  school  architecture.  Meals  are  served  here  to  the 
Primary  and  Infant  Schools.  The  food  is  supplied  in  sealed  con¬ 
tainers  from  a  Central  Kitchen  in  Willenhall  and  distributed  in  the 
building.  54  meals  were  distributed  daily  to  the  Primary  School 
and  73  meals  to  the  Infant  School.  A  classroom  which  was  occu¬ 
pied  during  the  day  served,  due  to  lack  of  space,  also  as  a  dining 
room.  The  food  distribution  takes  place  from  a  kitchen  where  hot 
water  is  freely  available.  Washing  facilities  are  adequate  but  the 
walls  of  this  room  required  re-decoration.  A  hot-plate  oven  keeps 
food  warm  and  I  was  informed  that  the  meals  were  satisfactory. 

Castlecroft  School. 

This  is  an  ultra  modern  newly  built  school  and  satisfies  the 
most  modem  standards  of  school  architecture.  There  is  abundant 
lighting  and  ventilation  in  the  school  kitchen  with  a  large  special 
exhaust  for  the  fumes  of  the  cooking  unit.  Hot-plate  ovens  keep 
the  food  warm  and  the  containers  are  sterilised  before  the  food  is 
placed  in  them.  This  kitchen  supplies  food  to  the  Castlecroft  School 
and  the  new  Finchfield  School.  Adjoining  the  kitchen  is  a  large 
dining  hall  with  serving  hatches  in  the  separating  wall  which, 
however,  also  had  to  be  used  as  a  classroom  due  to  lack  of  accom¬ 
modation.  The  kitchen  contains  further  a  large  refrigerator  and 
two  pantries  with  stone  slabs  which  are  kept  scrupulously  clean. 
The  kitchen  gave  an  excellent  impression  from  the  point  of  hygiene 
and  was  entirely  satisfactory.  198  School  meals  were  prepared  here 
which  in  the  future  may  well  reach  the  figure  of  300. 

Finchfield  School. 

As  the  school  previously  described,  this  school  is  ultra  modern 
and  had  only  been  open  for  a  fortnight  on  the  date  of  my  visit. 
Building  work  was  still  actively  in  progress  and  only  a  number  of 
the  available  classrooms  had  as  yet  been  occupied.  The  meals  here 
were  sent  in  containers  from  the  Castlecroft  School  and  distributed 
in  a  special  room  acting  as  a  washing  and  drying  room.  The 
spacious  entrance  has  been  designed  as  a  dining  hall  and  is  built 
next  to  the  distribution  room  with  serving  hatches  fitted  into  the 
separating  wall.  Hot  water  is  freely  available  and  washing  and 
sterilising  facilities  are  most  satisfactory.  The  temperature  of  the 
water  used  for  sterilising  purposes  is  heightened  by  the  use  of  a 
thermostatic  immersion  heater  in  the  distribution  room, 
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Under  a  rule  of  the  Education  Authority,  the  staff  working  in 
school  canteens  is  medically  examined  for  the  chronic  carrier  state 
of  Infectious  Disease. 

Wightwick  Manor  School,  Tinacre  Hill. 

This  is  a  branch  of  the  Womboume  School  and  is  accommoda¬ 
ted  in  old  army  huts  in  very  pleasant  and  healthy  surroundings, 
situated  on  a  high  part  of  the  hill  covered  with  trees.  The  meals  are 
supplied  from  the  Womboume  School  Kitchen  and  60  meals  were 
distributed  daily.  The  washing  and  cleaning  facilities  proved  .satis¬ 
factory  and  one  hut,  reserved  as  a  dining  hall  and  provided  with  an 
electric  hot-plate  oven,  was  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  well-heated. 
Heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  are  adequate  and  a  generous 
supply  of  hot-water  is  available. 

Lower  Street  School. 

This  school  distributes  meals  from  a  Central  Kitchen  in 
Willenhall  and  served  122  meals  for  juniors  and  103  meals  for 
infants  daily.  The  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  distribu¬ 
tion  centre  are  adequate.  A  gas  heater  supplies  hot  water  and  a 
gas  hotplate-oven  keeps  food  warm.  A  dining  hall  for  junior  pupils 
adjoins  it  and  has  adequate  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation.  The 
infants,  however,  had  to  have  their  meals  served  in  the  classrooms, 
which  was  less  satisfactory,  but  economy  in  space  enforced  this 
necessity. 

Tettenhall  College. 

This  is  an  old  building  and  due  to  its  age  and  structure  the 
kitchen,  pantries  and  corridors  are  dark  and  gloomy  so  that  much 
artificial  light  has  to  be  used.  Heating  and  ventilation  are  adequate. 
I  was  informed  that  an  extension  of  the  kitchen  for  its  present 
requirements  would  soon  become  a  necessity  as  400  meals  were 
served  daily  from  this  kitchen  with  an  average  of  200  extra  meals 
on  special  days  to  day  boarders. 

A  large  new  cold  storage  refrigerator  has  been  installed  while 
a  smaller  and  older  refrigerator  is  also  in  use. 

To  transform  these  premises  according  to  the  most  modern 
standards  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  due  to  structural 
difficulties,  unless  a  complete  new  unit  in  separate  premises  is 
envisaged.  The  staff  was  not  compulsorily  submitted  to  a  medical 
examination  for  the  chronic  carrier  state,  when  appointed,  as  is 
required  for  County  Council  staff  working  in  school  canteens.  The 
main  dining  hall  is  most  satisfactory  with  ample  light  and  ventila¬ 
tion  and  the  same  applies  to  the  smaller  dining  hall  for  juniors. 
The  heating  of  these  halls  is  adequate. 

National  Agriciillural  Advisory  Service  Centre. 

The  Centre  is  Crown  property  and  all  necessary  advice  regard¬ 
ing  improvements  and  Food  Hygiene  was  given.  50  to  70  meals 
were  prepared  in  this  Centre  daily. 
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Birchfield  Piivate  and  Boarding  School. 

This  school  is  accommodated  in  two  old  mansion  houses 
adapted  for  this  purpose.  The  kitchen  facilities  here  can  only  be 
considerably  improved  if  the  building  of  a  separate  kitchen  unit 
were  envisaged.  The  kitchen  catered  for  an  average  total  of  210 
meals  daily  and  for  this  purpose  is  unsuitable  as  the  dimensions 
are  small,  the  washing  facilities  hardly  adequate  and  the  cooking 
units  rather  old-fashioned  and  too  much  cramped  together  to  allow 
comfortable  working  conditions.  There  was  no  refrigerator  in  this 
kitchen  but  food  was  stored  in  a  pantry  and  a  cellar.  The  pantry 
proved  satisfactory,  but  a  refrigerator  in  establishments  catering 
for  meals  on  a  large  scale  is  almost  an  indispensable  necessity.  Hot 
water  is  available  for  dish-washing.  We  were  informed  that  this 
place  had  been  rebuilt  in  the  past  and  that  now  the  limit  had  been 
reached  as  the  old  walls  would  tolerate  no  further  interference. 
Lighting  and  ventilation  are  consequently  poor  and  as  in  all  old 
property  adopted  for  similar  purposes,  the  only  solution  could  be 
found  in  the  erection  of  a  new  kitchen  unit  entirely  separate  from 
this  old  structure. 

The  dining  rooms  are  entirely  satisfactory  with  good  lighting 
and  ventilation  as  these  have  been  accommodated  in  the  spacious 
halls  of  the  old  mansion. 

Wrottesley  Road  Infant  and  Junior  Private  School. 

This  small  private  school  receives  its  meals  from  the  Willenhall 
Central  Kitchen  and  the  kitchen  in  the  school,  therefore,  acts  as  a 
distribution  centre  only.  The  school  meals,  served  in  the  various 
classrooms,  as  no  dining  room  is  available,  average  30-40  daily, 
and  the  kitchen,  although  some  aspects  of  it  could  be  improved, 
especially  the  lighting,  is  adequate  for  the  purpose.  Hot  water  is 
available  for  washing  up  purposes. 

The  Mount  Hotel,  Tettenhall. 

This  hotel  is  accommodated  in  an  old  mansion  and  the  kitchen 
premises  were  inspected  on  the  17th  of  March.  60  daily  meals  were 
prepared  on  an  average,  but  on  days  when  banquets  are  held  an 
extra  number  of  from  70  to  140  is  required.  The  number  of  ban¬ 
quets  held  varied  but  could  run  as  high  as  3  or  4  weekly.  As  in 
most  kitchens  accommodated  in  an  old  building,  the  lighting  could 
be  improved  and  the  premises  were  very  much  in  need  of  painting. 
An  exhaust  fan  provides  for  the  extraction  of  fumes  and  the 
utensils  used  for  boiling  and  cooking  are  gas  or  coal  worked.  A 
refrigerator  is  available  for  perishable  foods,  and  hot  water  is 
plentiful.  With  a  further  increase  in  the  amount  of  meals  served,  an 
extension  of  the  kitchen  will  become  a  necessity  and  generally 
speaking  a  greater  degree  of  cleanliness  could  be  observed,  while  an 
extension  of  washing  facilities  would  be  a  considerable  improvement. 
The  premises  did  not  come  up  to  the  most  modern  requirements  for 
mass  catering. 


Tettenhall  Golf  Club. 

The  kitchen  premises  of  this  club  are  very  satisfactory  regard¬ 
ing  equipment  and  cleanliness.  There  are  ample  washing  facilities, 
a  refrigerator  is  available  for  cold  storage  while  heating,  lighting 
and  ventilation  are  adequate.  During  the  week  an  average  of  10 
meals  were  prepared  which  number  during  the  weekend  could  run 
up  to  a  total  of  30  served  meals.  If  a  banquet  was  held  the  total 
number  might  run  up  to  70.  A  heater  provides  a  plentiful  supply 
of  hot  water. 

District  Valuer’s  Office,  Fmchfield  House,  Castlecroft. 

This  place  is  Crown  property  and  all  necessary  advice  was  given 
regarding  decoration  and  kitchen  hygiene.  17  to  20  meals  were 
prepared  here  daily. 

Bowood  Private  Infant  and  Junior  School,  Church  HOI  Road. 

This  school  catered  for  an  average  of  30  daily  meals.  The 
kitchen  had  been  newly  painted  and  decorated.  Two  gas  stoves  are 
used  for  cooking  and  a  refrigerator  for  cold  storage.  In  addition 
storage  is  provided  in  a  large  newly  painted  and  ventilated  larder. 
A  plentiful  supply  of  hot  water  is  available  for  washing  purposes. 
There  is  ample  light  and  ventilation  and  heating  is  satisfactory. 

Nurses’  Canteen^  Nurses’  Home,  Stockwell  Road. 

On  the  12th  of  May  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Nurses’  Canteen  of 
the  Nurses’  Home  in  Stockwell  Road.  This  is  a  small  canteen  pro¬ 
viding  full  board  for  approximately  20  people.  Heating  and 
ventilation  of  the  kitchen  are  adequate,  but  natural  lighting  could 
be  improved.  A  good  adequate  pantry  and  refrigerator  are  in  use 
for  perishable  foods,  while  a  separate  washing  room  has  been 
reserved  for  the  washing  up  of  cutlery  and  crockery.  The  dining 
room  is  most  satisfactory  with  adequate  heating,  lighting  and 
ventilation,  while  the  same  applies  to  the  pantry  and  wash-up 
rooms. 

Campion  Grange. 

This  building  is  used  by  the  Education  Authority  as  a  centre 
for  Educational  Courses.  No  residents  lived  in  this  place  except 
the  caretakers  and  no  daily  meals  were  prepared  in  the  kitchen. 
During  meetings  or  lectures  only  light  refreshments  such  as  tea  or 
coffee  were  offered. 

Edenlield,  Compton  Road. 

This  house  catered  for  an  average  of  10  breakfasts  and  evening 
meals  weekly.  It  is  a  large  mansion  house  with  spacious  kitchen 
and  pantry.  Cooking  is  done  on  gas.  Heating,  lighting  and  ventila¬ 
tion  are  all  adequate  and  the  kitchen  was  well  painted.  A  large 
modern  refrigerator  is  available  for  storage  of  perishable  foods. 

Kitchen,  pantry  and  storage  were  more  than  adequate  for  the 
small  number  of  meals  prepared. 
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Sauthbourne,  Ormes  Lane,  TeUenhaU. 

This  place  was  visited  on  the  23rd  of  August  and  caters  for 
elderly,  retired  people.  An  old  mansion  has  been  converted  for  this 
purpose  and  the  total  number  of  residents  was  16.  The  kitchen  is 
spacious  with  very  good  lighting  and  ventilation.  Washing  facilities 
are  adequate  and  a  large  modem  refrigerator  has  been  installed 
for  cold  storage.  A  separate  scullery  is  available  for  the  washing  of 
crockery.  The  pantry  is  very  spacious  and  satisfactory. 

“  Tor  Lodge,”  Mount  Road,  TettenhaU  Wood. 

This  place  is  also  an  old  mansion  converted  into  a  hostel  for 
Engineering  Students.  It  is  the  property  of  the  Wolverhampton 
Education  Authorities  and  catered  for  a  maximum  of  29  residents. 
No  lunch  was  provided  but  only  breakfast  and  an  evening  meal. 
The  kitchen  is  very  spacious,  with  adequate  lighting  and  ventila¬ 
tion.  There  is  ample  space  and  a  large  modern  refrigerator  is  in 
use  for  perishable  foods.  Washing  facilities  are  adequate  and  in 
this  kitchen,  and  the  one  mentioned  above,  cooking  is  done  on  an 
anthracite  range. 

Viewlands  Home  for  the  Aged. 

This  home,  which  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  is 
an  old  mansion  converted  for  this  purpose  and  surrounded  by 
beautiful  gardens.  The  kitchen  is  large  and  spacious.  Lighting, 
heating  and  ventilation  are  adequate.  There  is  a  good  standard  of 
cleanliness  and  a  refrigerator  is  used  for  cold  storage. 

PoliomyeMtis. 

A  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  the  TettenhaU  Urban 
District  on  the  6th  of  October,  1954,  and  the  house  was  visited 
immediately  after  notification.  Neuro -muscular  signs  became 
apparent  on  the  2nd  of  October  and  the  child  was  admitted  to 
hospital  on  the  3rd  of  October.  The  age  of  the  patient  was  22 
months.  Another  boy  in  the  house,  aged  5,  was  immediately  put  in 
quarantine  for  3  weeks. 

A  little  boy  next  door,  aged  3,  who  had  been  in  direct  contact 
with  the  case,  was  also  put  in  quarantine,  while  all  other  remote 
contacts  remained  under  close  supervision.  None  of  the  adult  con¬ 
tacts  were  engaged  in  food  handling,  or  working  in  communities  of 
children. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Food  poisoning  broke  out  in  the  Viewlands  Home  for  the  Aged 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1954.  This  Home  is  under  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  County  Council.  A  total  number  of  11  inmates 
was  involved.  The  main  features  were  abdominal  discomfort, 
nausea,  occasional  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  With  the  exception  of 
two,  all  patients  remained  ambulant  and  at  no  time  did  the  symp¬ 
toms  assume  a  serious  character. 
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Swabs  were  taken  from  the  nose,  throat  and  hands  of  all  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  kitchen.  In  addition  all  members  were 
inspected  for  any  sore  throats,  discharges  or  septic  lesions  on  the 
hands  or  body.  The  Laboratory  investigation  proved  that  the 
phage  type  present  in  the  anterior  nares  of  a  heavy  carrier  of 
Staphylococcus  Aureus  was  also  found  on  the  sample  of  cold  lamb 
consumed  on  the  date  of  the  outbreak.  All  necessary  preventive 
measures  were  consequently  taken  and  no  further  spread  of  the 
outbreak  took  place.  The  disease  had  not  been  notified. 

Tettenhall  Council  Mortuary. 

Consent  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  the  building  of  a  Council  Mortuary  on  22nd 
October,  1954.  The  plans  have  been  drawn  according  to  the  most 
modern  standards  for  mortuary  accommodation.  It  provides  for  a 
waiting  room,  an  identification  compartment,  an  examination  room 
for  bodies  and  the  post-mortem  room  proper,  with  adjoining  toilet 
accommodation.  One  part  of  the  post-mortem  room  has  been 
reserved  for  the  storage  of  bodies. 

The  building  of  this  mortuary  is  a  great  hygienic  advance  as 
the  old  post-mortem  room  falls  short  of  many  hygienic  and  struc¬ 
tural  requirements. 

Office  Accommodation — Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  new  Office  Accommodation  for  the  Health  Department 
was  completed  in  January,  1955.  It  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer’s 
room,  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  room,  and  a  room  for  the  Health 
Clerk.  These  offices  have  been  erected  on  modern  lines  with 
pleasant  internal  decorations  and  floors  laid  in  thermo -plastic  tiles. 
An  electric  geyser  with  wash-basin  are  available  in  the  block.  The 
building  of  these  offices  has  been  a  great  improvement,  as  they  are 
cheerful,  with  good  lighting  and  ventilation.  The  block  is  situated 
in  a  quiet  attractive  place. 

The  appointment  of  a  full  time  Health  Clerk  has,  moreover, 
been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  he  is  now 
able  to  transfer  his  clerical  work  and  thus  concentrate  more  on  the 
many  new  duties  which  have  been  laid  on  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Office  by  recent  legislation. 

I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Council  for  the  great 
assistance  given  to  the  Health  Department  in  this  matter. 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital. 

For  the  year  1954,  four  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  as  specified  below: 

1  case — Scarlet  Fever  to  Brierley  Hill  Hospital. 

1  case — Meningococcal  Meningitis  to  the  Royal  Hospital. 

1  case — Puerperal  Pyrexia  to  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital. 

1  case — Anterior  Poliomyelitis  to  Wolverhampton  Borough 
Hospital. 
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Swabs  and  Specimens. 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  by  local 
practitioners  and  myself. 

Nose  and  Throat  ...  4 

Sputa  .  24 

Faeces  .  20 

Propaganda — Diphtlierla  Immunisation. 

In  the  reporting  year  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunit/ 
given  by  the  Central  Council  of  Information  to  place  advertisements 
in  the  local  press  in  order  to  stimulate  immunisation  for  Diphtheria. 

Consequently,  three  advertisements  were  inserted  in  the  Tetten- 
hall  Observer  in  the  months  of  December  1954,  January  1955  and 
February  1955. 

General  Measures. 

School  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  are  received  by  the 
Health  Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  necessita¬ 
ting  prompt  action  and  location. 

When  desirable  the  schools  are  disinfected  while  terminal  dis¬ 
infection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  is  carried  out  and  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Tuberculosis,  Cancer  or  other  cases  of  long  standing  disease. 

Disinfection  is  attained  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and 
disinfectant  fluid. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  cases  were  removed  under  the  powers  of  this  section  during 
the  year. 

Clearance  Areas. 

No  clearance  areas  have  been  represented  during  the  reporting 
year.  The  estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  suitable  for  action  under  Section  1 1  or  Section  25  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act  1936,  is  205,  for  which  10  years  are  required  to  secure 
demolition.  92  houses  will  be  included  in  clearance  areas  within 
the  next  5  years,  while  88  houses  will  be  demolished  in  these  5 
years  as  a  result  of  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936. 

Slaughterhouses. 

With  a  view  to  the  forthcoming  legislation  for  slaughtering 
and  slaughterhouses,  an  inspection  was  made  of  the  slaughterhouses 
in  Tettenhall.  There  are  three  premises  of  this  kind  in  the  Urban 
District,  situated  in  High  Street,  Upper  Street  and  at  Compton. 
Some  of  these  premises  had  not  been  used  for  slaughtering  for 
many  years  and  suggestions  were  given  with  regard  to  necessary 
improvements  which  were  readily  entertained  by  the  respvective 
owners.  The  Compton  slaughterhouse  in  particular  promises  to  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  most  hygienic  and  up-to-date  in  the  district  after 
the  intended  rebuilding  and  improvements  have  been  completed. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  14  Pul¬ 
monary  and  1  Non-Pulmonary  as  against  15  Pulmonary  and  1 
Non-Pulmonary  in  the  year  1953.  The  high  figure  is  due  to  the 
transfer  to  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  of  7  Pulmonary  cases 
from  outside  districts,  who  originally  were  on  other  registers.  This 
feature  became  apparent  for  the  first  time  in  the  year  ,1952,  as 
commented  on  in  the  report  for  that  year. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  4  yrs. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

5  to  9  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  14  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  19  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

20  to  24  yrs. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  to  34  yrs. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  44  yrs. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  54  yrs. 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  64  yrs. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  yrs.  and 
over 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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Yearly  Figures  for  the  Last  Decade. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate 

Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Piilmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Plmy. 

Non-Plmy. 

1945 

5 

A 

1 

0.44 

0.29 

1946 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0.28 

0.14 

1947 

3 

— 

— 

0.28 

■ — ' 

1948 

4 

1 

1 

— 

0.13 

• — 

1949 

6 

-- 

2 

— 

0.25 

• — 

1950 

2 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

■ — 

1951 

2 

— 

3 

— 

0.38 

0.12 

1952 

13 

— 

•« 

1 

. — 

0.13 

• — 

1953 

15 

1 

1 

— 

0.105 

• — 

1954 

14 

1 

0 

— 

0.199 

• — 

Tuberculosis  Rehousing. 

Tuberculosis  rehousing  has  proceeded  regularly  during  the 
reporting  year  and  I  am  grateful  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1954  there  was  no  waiting  list  for  Tuberculosis 
patients  applying  for  a  house  in  the  Urban  District.  Not  many 
Housing  Authorities  can  pride  themselves  on  such  an  achievement, 
and  it  is  my  sincere  hope  that  this  clear  record  will  be  maintained 
in  future  years. 


Tuberculosis  Visiting. 

During  the  year  1954  only  3  Forms  were  received  by  the  Healtli 
Department  in  Tettenhall.  These  were  Environmental  Forms  and  not 
Progress  Forms.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1954  46  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  appeared  on  our  Register.  The  progress  reporting  has, 
therefore,  been  unsatisfactory.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Tettenhall  Health  Visitor  left  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
this  post  remained  vacant  until  April  1st,  1955. 
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WATER. 

The  Tettenhall  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  B.  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
M.Inst.W.E.,  Water  Engineer  and  Manager,  for  the  following 
information: — 

1.  The  water  supply  in  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  both 
(a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

2.  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent  action  by 
the  water  supplied. 

3.  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the  works,  where  necessary, 
there  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  supply. 

4.  The  summarised  results  of  Bacteriological  examination  of 
water  going  into  distribution  is  given  below:  — 


No.  of  Samples  taken 

Coli-Aerogenes  Organisms  per  100ml. 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

Over  10 

847 

837 

9 

1 

0 

Percentage  samples  ... 

98.8 

1.1 

0.1 

0 

The  population  supplied  from  Mains  in  the  district  is  10,052. 
Of  the  houses  in  the  district  3,385  obtain  water  direct  from  the 
mains,  7  from  stand  pipes  and  3  houses  have  a  well  supply.  These 
houses  are  situated  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mains  and 
connection  to  the  Wolverhampton  supply  has  proved  to  be  un¬ 
economic.  The  following  table  gives  the  Bacteriological  Examina- 


tion  of  water  found  in 

the  three  wells: — 

Conform  Bacilli 

MacConkey  2  days 
37°C 

Faecal 

Coli 

Well  No.  1. 

31  May,  1954 

180  + 

Nil 

per 

100  ml. 

26  July,  1954 

25 

Nil 

per 

100  ml. 

WTl!  No.  2. 

26  April,  1954 

180  + 

Nil 

per 

100  ml. 

17  May,  1954 

180  + 

Nil 

per 

100  ml. 

30  August,  1954 

160  + 

Nil 

per 

100  ml. 

Well  No.  3. 

8  March,  1954 

180  + 

1  per  100  ml. 

3  July,  1954 

Nil 

Nil 

per 

100  ml. 
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It  is  apparent  from  this  table  that  the  water,  although  no 
Faecal  Coli  are  present,  is  never  pure  as  the  limit  of  10  Coliform 
Bacilli  per  100  ml.  has  been  far  exceeded. 

During  the  reporting  year  the  following  works  have  been 
carried  out: — 

Well  No.  1 — None. 

Well  No.  2 — The  brick  wall  has  been  cleaned  and  lined  with 
jointed  concrete  tubes. 

Well  No.  3 — Draw-off  pipe  altered  to  take  water  from  metal  bore 
tube  to  obviate  surface  pollution  from  open- jointed 
brickwork. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I  am  exceedingly  grateful  to  be  able  to  record  that  approval 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Tettenhall  Sewage  Works  has  been 
given  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  In  July, 
1954,  the  Council  was  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  detailed 
design  of  the  Works  and  to  invite  tenders  for  carrying  out  the 
scheme.  It  was  also  agreed  that  a  new  site  should  be  found  for  the 
proposed  Works  and  a  piece  of  land  has  been  suggested  on  the 
boundary  of  the  Urban  District,  off  the  Bridgnorth  Road  at  Perton. 
Investigations  are  still  proceeding  with  the  Planning  Department 
with  regard  to  the  suitability  of  the  proposed  site.  I  am  convinced 
that  this  progress  in  the  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  will  become  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  future  public  health  of  the 
Urban  District.  Great  increase  in  private  development,  overspill 
from  the  Borough  of  Wolverhampton  and  a  steady  increase  in 
population,  all  contributed  to  the  overloading  of  the  present 
system.  Built  in  the  year  1930  for  a  population  of  7,000,  it  would 
become  completely  inadequate  for  an  anticipated  population  of 
1 8,000  in  the  year  1956. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  works  can,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  advances  in  the  sphere  of  Public 
Health. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  one  tip  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  on  the  Bridg¬ 
north  Road,  Compton.  It  is  satisfactorily  maintained  on  the 
principle  of  controlled  tipping.  During  the  reporting  year,  no 
other  site  has  been  required  for  further  tipping  but  this  necessity 
may  present  itself  in  the  near  future. 

A  regular  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained.  Refuse  is 
now  collected  once  in  eight  days  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District, 
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HOUSING. 

Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1954: — 

95  Municipal  Houses  (Tettenhall) 

67  Private  Houses 

164  Houses  for  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 

During  the  reporting  year  the  Woodhouse  Estate  has  been 
completed  and  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Grange 
Estate.  In  addition,  2  houses  were  built  of  the  higher  income  group 
type.  All  plots  on  the  Wood  Road  site  have  been  sold  for  private 
development,  and  quite  a  number  of  private  houses  were  erected 
on  these  sites. 

The  Housing  Application  list  of  the  Urban  District  is  still 
considerable.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  320  applicants 
on  the  waiting  list. 

A  table  is  given  of  the  properties  which  will  come  into  clear¬ 
ance  areas  in  the  next  10  years. 


Name 

Numbers 

Totals 

8  to  28,  42  to  48 

Lower  Street  ... 

3,  19  and  21 

25 

Lower  Green  ... 

1,9,  11  and  13 

Aldersley  Road 

2,  4  and  8 

Aldersley  Road 

88  to  122 

18 

Bridgnorth  Road  .  . 

8,  10  and  12 

43  to  51  and  77  to  127 
and  Wightwick  Mill 

Farm  Cottage 

39 

Henwood  Road 

26,  30,  34  and  36 

Manor  Street  ... 

2  to  26  and  1  to  7 

Limes  Road  ... 

14  to  20,  29  to  41 

30 

Nursery  Walk 

1  and  3 

High  Street  . 

14,  16  and  19  to  29 

Upper  Street  ... 

2,  4  and  21  to  39 

25 

College  Road  ... 

2  to  10 

Mount  Road  ... 

2,  4,  and  12  to  24 

19  to  29  and  41  to  51, 
and  69  to  75 

41 

vSchool  Road  ... 

3,  5  and  8  to  18 

Shaw  Lane 

2  and  4 

Grove  Lane  . 

3,  13,  15  and  17 

Wood  Road . 

23  and  25 

26 


Smaller  groups  as  follows : — 


Name 

Numbers 

Totals 

Deepmere  . 

2  houses 

Long  Lake  . 

4  houses 

Diamond  Cottages  . . . 

2  houses 

Redhouse  Farm 

Cottages  . 

2  houses 

Castlecroft  Road 

5  houses 

27 

Finchfield  Road — 

Elm  Cottages 

2  houses 

19  to  35  . 

9  houses 

Wrottesley  Road 

1  house 

Making  a  Grand  Total 

of . 

205  houses 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SAMTARY  INSPECTOR. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  acting  for  the 
Council  has  considered  official  representations  in  respect  of  the 
following  properties: — 

2,  4  and  8  Aldersley  Road 

2a  High  Street 

14  and  16  High  Street 

77  and  79  Bridgnorth  Road 

20,  22,  24  and  26  Manor  Street 

38,  40,  42,  44  and  46  Castlecroft  Road 

62  Henwood  Road 

2  and  4  Mount  Road 

19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33,  35  Finchfield  Road 

Demolition  Orders  under  Section  1 1  of  the  Act  were  made  on 
10  of  these  houses. 

A  closing  Order  was  made  in  respect  of  the  part  of  the  building 
known  as  2a  High  Street. 

Official  undertakings  were  accepted  from  the  owners  for  14 
and  16  High  Street  not  to  be  used  for  human  habitation  and  for 
the  rebuilding  of  the  rear  half  of  62  Henwood  Road. 

Informal  agreement  was  reached  with  the  owners  of  the  5 
houses  in  Castlecroft  Road  to  demolish  as  soon  as  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  for  rehousing  of  the  tenants.  Informal  action 
was  also  adopted  for  the  improvement  and  repair  of  the  9  houses 
in  Finchfield  Road. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  No.  8  Aldersley  Road. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  completed 
in  the  post-war  period  up  to  31st  December,  1954. 

Demolition  Orders  made  operative  on  69  houses 

Undertakings  accepted  in  respect  of  23  houses 

Closing  Orders  made  on  2  houses 

Two  other  sub-standard  houses  had  schemes  approved  for  their 
modernisation  and  repair,  financial  assistance  being  given  to  the 
owners  in  respect  of  the  modernisation. 

Fourteen  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  from  houses  where  Housing  Orders  were  operative. 

Two  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

In  some  instances  it  is  found  difficult  to  enforce  the  actual 
demolition  of  condemned  houses  because  some  families,  particu¬ 
larly  elderly  couples,  wish  to  remain  in  their  houses  and  the  district 
where  they  have  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  Some  other 
families  do  not  wish  to  be  rehoused  into  Council  houses  because 
of  economic  reasons. 
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In  accordance  with  Circular  No.  30/54,  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  a  survey  was  made  of  the  sub¬ 
standard  houses  within  the  district  with  a  view  to  estimating  the 
possible  number  of  houses  that  might  be  reasonably  dealt  with 
under  the  Housing  Acts  in  the  next  10  years. 

A  total  of  205  houses  were  submitted  and  approved  by  the 
Council. 


Notices  served  for  the  repairs  and  improvement  of  houses 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  as  follows: — 


INFORMAL 

STATUTORY 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Defects 

70 

93 

16 

18 

Statutory  Notice  was  also  served  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
one  house  which  was  occupied  by  several  families,  requesting 
works  and  improvements  to  make  the  premises  suitable  for 
occupation  by  each  family,  or  alternatively  reducing  the  number  of 
households  to  one. 

Rent  Restrictions^ — Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954. 

During  the  year  5  certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  to  tenants 
of  houses  where  the  owners  had  made  application  for  increased 
rent  charges.  In  each  case,  after  the  issue  of  the  certificates  no 
further  action  was  taken  by  the  owners. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  only  one  application  was  received  for  licence 
to  station  a  trailer  caravan  within  the  Tettenhall  area.  Approval 
was  given  for  a  limited  period  of  6  months ;  the  vehicle  has  now 
been  removed. 

Canal  Boat,  Compton. 

A  converted  canal  boat  was  found  to  be  permanently  moored 
near  the  locks  at  Compton  and  occupied  by  2  adults.  No  official 
action  was  taken  as  conditions  were  satisfactory. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  undermentioned  figures  give  a  summary  of  the  various 
types  of  sanitary  conveniences  other  than  modem  type  water 
closets,  which  were  in  ulse  at  the  end  of  1954. 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  33 

Privies  or  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  11 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  ...  50  approximately 
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During  the  year  the  use  of  4  pail  closets  was  discontinued 
through  houses  becoming  void  after  Housing  Act  action  and  2 
more  were  converted  to  a  water  carriage  system  after  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  sewage  disposal  works.  By  the  provision  of  sewers  in  the 
Tinacre  Hill  area  during  the  year  it  was  practicable  to  eliminate 
16  cesspools  and  septic  tank  systems. 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  HYGIENE. 

Within  the  district  there  are  89  premises  from  which  food  is 
sold,  handled  or  prepared.  Regular  inspection  is  carried  out  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  and  improving  the  standards  of  hygiene 
in  all  the  different  classes  of  food  premises. 

Fourteen  informal  notices  were  served  for  works  or  improve¬ 
ments  at  these  premises. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Since  de -rationing  of  meat  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  the 
control  of  slaughtering  again  passing  to  Local  Authorities,  con¬ 
sideration  was  given  by  the  Council  to  the  re-licencing  of  3  private 
slaughterhouses. 

Provisional  approval  for  slaughtering  was  given,  provided  altera¬ 
tions  and  improvements  were  made  to  the  premises.  Most  of  these 
works  were  completed  with  the  exception  of  some  improvements 
to  the  hanging  rooms  and  the  provision  of  rail  carrying  facilities. 

The  standard  of  slaughtering  and  hygiene  in  the  killing  and 
dressing  of  the  animals  is  most  satisfactory. 

The  following  animals  were  inspected: — 

164  Beasts 
121  Calves 
189  Pigs 
990  Sheep 

Only  30  lbs.  of  meat  were  condemned. 

Only  304  lbs.  of  offal  were  condemned. 

This  was  disposed  of  by  incineration  or  by  delivering  to  the 
digestor  plant  at  Wolverhampton  Abattoir. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Five  slaughterman’s  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year. 

Game  Dealers’  Licences. 

Two  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  buying  and  selling 
of  game. 
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Food  Inspection. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  at  shops, 
storeplaces,  food  preparing  premises  and  on  vehicles. 

The  following  articles  were  condemned  during  the  year: — 


6  tms  tomatoes 
3  tins  apricot  conserve 
49i-lbs.  Pork  Sausage 
15J-lbs.  Smoked  Bacon 
1  tin  fruit  curd  (banana) 

5  tins  sardines 
17  tins  pilchards 

6  boxes  of  cheese 

Unsound  food  is  disposed 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 


6  tms  strawberries 

20  tins  evaporated  milk 

2  tins  luncheon  meat 

3  tins  peas 

7  tins  pineapple 
24  tins  apricots 

24  cartons  of  cheese 
2  tins  shoulder  of  ham 

f  by  burning  or  by  burial  at  the 


Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year  approval  was  given  for  3  shops  to  be  licenced 
to  retail  ice  cream,  making  in  all  a  total  of  26  shops  from  which 
this  commodity  can  be  obtained.  Outside  of  shops,  ice  cream  is 
also  retailed  from  motor- vehicles. 

Twelve  samples  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test; 
the  results  were: — 

11  in  Grade  1 
1  in  Grade  2 


Ice  Lollies. 

Five  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  the  results  were 
as  detailed  below: — 


No.  of 
samples 
submitted 

Plate  Count  per  c.c. 

B.  Coli.  Content 

Sterile 

Under  100 

100  to 
1,000 

Nil  in 

0.3  c.c 

Present  in 
0.3  c.c 

5 

— 

4 

1 

5 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  only  remains  one  local  dairy  now  distributing  within 
the  district,  8  shops  are  also  retailing  bottled  milks. 

There  are  9  dairy  farms  in  the  district,  only  one  of  these  carries 
on  the  business  of  retailer.  These  premises  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Since  the  1st  of  October,  when  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Specified  Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  54,  came  into  operation,  all  milks 
retailed  within  the  Tettenhall  area  are  heat  treated  as  Pasteurised 
or  Sterilised  by  the  larger  dairy  firms  outside  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  amount  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”,  produced 
under  special  licence. 
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All  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  now  bottled. 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  licences  issued 
by  the  Council  to  milk  distributors  in  the  district. 


Designation. 

Supplementary 

Licences. 

Dealers’ 

Licences. 

Total. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

2 

8 

Pasteurised 

6 

2 

8 

Sterilised 

6 

9 

15 

The  results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  within  the  district  for 
examination,  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Designation. 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

T.T.  (Past)  . 

Pasteurised  . 

Sterilised 

Undesignated 


Phenol 

Phthalein. 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Methylene 

Blue 

No.  Samples 
Submitted. 

Pass. 

Fail. 

cC 

pH 

17 

_ 

_ 

■  -- 

16 

1 

11 

11 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

12 

12 

— 

12 

— 

— 

12 

— 

10 

-- 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

~ 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

Of  the  above  samples,  the  following  were  also  submitted  to 
biological  test  for  tubercle  bacilli: — 


Designation. 

No. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

10 

10 

— 

Undesignated 

9 

9 

■ — 

Pasteurised 

2 

2 

— 

All  samples  of  milk  which  fail  to  pass  the  standard  tests  are 
notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  with  a  view 
to  their  checking  the  methods  of  production. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  following  information  regarding  samples  of  food  taken  in 
Tettenhall. 

Details  of  Milk  and  General  Foods  taken  during  1954. 


Article  of  Food. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  . 

General  Foods 

46 

39 

46 

39 

— 

Details  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 

Milk.  Milk  .  8 


Milk  Pasteurised  ... 
Milk  Sterilised  . , . 
Milk  Accredited  ... 


10 

11 

1 

4 

10 

2 


Milk  T.T.  . 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 
Milk  T.T.  Channel  Island 


Total 


46  All  genuine 


General  Foods; 


No.  of  samples  taken 
No.  of  samples  genuine 


39 

39 


Classification  of  General  Foods. 

Horseradish  Sauce 
Tablets  of  Aspirin  B.P. 
Sauerkraut 

Ravioli  with  Tomato  Sauce 
Suenut 

Cranberry  Jelly,  F.F.S. 
Wholemeal  Flour 
Foie  Gras  Paste  with  Truffles 
Fruitarian  Cake 
Sundae  Sauce 
Demerara  Sugar 
Battenburg  Cake 
Whiskey  (2  samples) 

Rum 

Ice  Cream 

Margarine  (2  samples) 

Cheddar  Cheese 
White  Pepper 


Creemy  Lolhes 
Malt  Vinegar 
Corned  Beef 
Vienna  Pork  Sausages 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Puff  Pastry 
Soft  Brown  Sugar 
Marzipan 

Tomato  Juice  (3  samples) 
Ground  Nutmegs 
Butter  Nut  Crunch 
Mincemeat 
Mild  Ale 
Plush  Nuggetts 


Old  Ale 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Cereal  Food 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

In  a  purely  residential  area  like  Tettenhall,  the  main  cause  of 
smoke  pollution  is  by  the  domestic  grate.  It  is  a  very  conservative 
estimate  to  assume  that  in  the  winter  months  90%  of  the  houses 
in  the  area  have  at  least  one  main  room  heated  by  open  grates 
burning  bituminous  fuel  for  10  to  12  hours  per  day.  In  addition, 
considerable  raw  fuel  is  used  all  the  year  round  in  a  large  percent¬ 
age  of  houses  for  domestic  water  heating. 

With  domestic  grates  working  at  an  average  efficiency  of  30%, 
discharging  all  the  carbonaceous  and  tarry  matter  in  the  form  of 
smoke  at  a  low  level,  it  is  not  difficult  to  realise  that  domestic  chim¬ 
neys  throughout  the  country  are  the  cause  of  half  the  smoke  that 
is  discharged  into  the  atmosphere. 

The  installation  of  small  domestic  modern  type  grates  appears 
to  have  very  little  effect  in  reducing  the  amount  of  smoke  because 
I  find  from  observation  that  these  new  appliances  appear  to  be 
used  in  the  same  manner  as  an  old  type  open  grate. 

The  only  solution  to  the  domestic  smoke  nuisance  with  present 
day  fittings  appears  to  be  the  need  for  more  adequate  supplies  of 
smokeless  fuels. 


ROUTINE  INSPECTION  WORK. 


Summary  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
is  given  in  the  following  table: — 


Type  of  Premises  inspected 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Services 

207 

Refuse 

67 

Rodent  Control  ... 

229 

Repairs  to  Premises 

315 

Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Premises  ... 

211 

Infectious  Disease 

49 

Shops  other  than  Food  Premises 

29 

Factories 

72 

Dairies 

17 

Miscellaneous 

229 

TOTAL 

1,425 
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General  Information  Regarding  Notice  Served 
During  The  Year. 


Form  of  Notice 

No.  Served 

Premises 

Defects 

Informal : 

(a)  General  Sanitary  Defects 

96 

176 

201  ' 

Statutory : 

(a)  Defects  . 

18 

20 

27 

The  number  of  notices  served  is  a  50%  increase  over  the  figures 
for  the  previous  year.  This  does  indicate  the  increasing  use  made 
of  the  Department. 

In  addition,  by  informal  action,  141  dustbins  were  provided 
to  houses. 


Shops  Acts,  1912—1950. 

Within  the  district  there  are  86  shops,  their  main  business 
coming  under  the  following  headings  : — 

Grocers,  General  Stores  and  Confectioners  25 


Newsagents  and  Tobacconists  .  5 

Meat  Purveyors  .  8 

Fish  Merchants  and  Game  Dealers  ...  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  2 

Greengrocers  and  Florists  .  6 

Chemists  .  2 

Hairdressers  .  5 

Haberdashery  4 

Off  Licence  Premises .  3 

Motor  and  Cycle  Requisites  ...  ...  ...  7 

Boot  Repairers  and  Leather  Goods  ...  4 

Hardware  .  3 

Sub-Post  Offices  not  included  in  above  ...  3 

Dry  Cleaners .  1 

Animal  Food  Shops  ...  1 

Antiques  .  1 

Coal  Merchants  .  4 


There  are  also  17  Licensed  Premises,  this  figure  includes  one 
residential  hotel.  There  is  also  one  grocer’s  shop  with  a  wine  and 
spirit  licence. 
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The  major  proportion  of  the  shops  in  the  district  are  small 
businesses  mainly  under  private  control,  with  very  few  staff 
employed.  The  shops  are  mainly  situated  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
District.  However,  new  premises  are  in  course  of  construction  in 
Tettenhall  Wood  and  Castlecroft  and  these  should  help  to  cater 
for  the  increased  population  recently  housed  in  these  areas. 

Shopping  facilities  are  also  provided  by  numerous  firms  outside 
the  District  who  deliver  and  retail  goods  from  motor  vehicles. 

No  major  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  enforc¬ 
ing  the  requirements  of  the  Acts.  Investigations  were  made  into 
the  number  of  hours  worked  by  a  Young  Person,  following  a 
complaint,  but  this  was  not  substantiated  after  investigation  and 
no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  extension  of  hours  of  closing  prior  to  Christmas  was  noti¬ 
fied  in  the  Press  in  conjunction  with  neighbouring  authorities. 

Regular  visits  to  premises  and  inspection  of  records  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  These  are  usually  combined  with  other 
visits  for  the  purposes  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  and  Public  Health 
Acts. 

No  Statutory  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

At  the  latter  part  of  the  year  all  the  shops  in  the  District  were 
circularised  and  requested  to  provide  information  to  form  the  basis 
of  a  new  register.  The  response  by  tradespeople  was  most 
satisfactory. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  licence  to 
retail  pet  animals  from  shop  premises. 

One  tradesman  was  notified  that  it  was  illegal  to  display  pet 
animals  in  shop  premises  and  the  practice  was  discontinued. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  85  domestic  treatments  were  completed  and  10 
other  premises  were  also  treated. 

At  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  serve  Statut¬ 
ory  Notice  under  Section  4  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  to  clear  a  major  infestation  from  agricultural  premises. 

A  slight  infestation  of  the  sewers  in  the  Tettenhall  Area  was 
found  during  test  baiting.  This  was  treated  and  cleared. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  clearing 
infestations  from  newly  occupied  houses.  These  appeared  to  be 
caused  by  infestation  from  the  drains  and  sewers,  which  appears 
to  be  a  fairly  common  difficulty  on  new  building  sites  throughout 
the  country. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 
liispectiGns  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

No.  in 
District 

Factories  in  which  Secs< 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (Workshops). 

3 

Factories  in  which  Sec. 
7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (Factories 

with  Mechanical  Power). 

15 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

3 

Total 

21 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

14 

— 

— 

47 

— 

— 

11 

, — 

— 

72 

1 

There  are  no  records  of  any  out-workers  within  the  District. 

Defects  Found. 


Particulars 


Found  Remedied 


Want  of  Cleanliness  3  3 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Convenience  4  4 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

A  sample  of  water  from  the  Swimming  Baths  within  the  district 
was  submitted  for  Chemical  examination  and  was  reported  as 
satisfactory. 

Works  of  improvements  were  carried  out  on  two  of  the  wells 
supplying  water  to  domestic  premises. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  tie  Heating 
Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953. 
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